
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Western Reserve Chorale 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: 25th Anniversary Celebration for Western Reserve Chorale 

Your Project Summary: In celebration of its  25th Anniversary, WRC will present two contrasting choral 

works: Haydn's "Mass in Time of War", and Forrest's "Requiem for the Living".   The Haydn mass was 

programmed by WRC in its first year, and this retrospect is juxtaposed with the Forrest Requiem, which 

was composed in 2013, and will receive it's Cleveland premiere.   We plan two performances: one to our 

regular audience in the Heights and another in inner city west-side Cleveland to widen exposure. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I recommend Western Reserve Chorale's 25th Anniversary Celebration project for full CAC 

funding. The Chorale demonstrates public benefit by providing free, open to the public concerts in the 

Cuyahoga County region; it furthermore demonstrates public benefit by widening its listening base to the 

inner city. It is very clear from both their application and the enclosed MP3 performances in the 

supplemental materials that the Chorale engages qualified arts professionals to put on its concerts; this, 

in turn, contributes to artistic vibrancy in the region. I have no doubts regarding the organization's 

institutional capacity to carry out this project - they seem professional, confident, and ready. The 

supplemental materials were strong - providing a sample of music for a musical group is an absolute 

necessity in an application like this, and the one they provided was excellent. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - this application does meet the funding criteria. This is a wonderful example of a 

community-based musical group that utilizes community-based facilities to rehearse and perform as a 

way of reaching new audiences without reducing their organizational capacity. The artistic and cultural 

vibrancy is strong, and the description of the contemporary Requiem is a powerful testimony. They also 

clearly have strong community partners and are experiencing growth and support for their programs. My 

one question is how do they define "diverse population" when referring both to the members of the 

amateur chorus and also their audience. The implication is that this suggests racial and ethnic, but the 

support for this is less evident. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. Performing free concerts to the public is 

beneficial in general, but the additional concert at Mary Queen of Peach demonstrates a heightened 

public benefit especially since this is a return performance. The Chorale is trying to build a meaningful 

relationship with this new community and actively collecting feedback is thus important. Vibrancy is well 

on display with the hiring of professionals to work with the amatuer choir. These performances contribute 

to lively communities and the performance of new works is fresh. Capacity is present as there is a clear 

plan and a measurable goal has been set. The budget is realistic. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Comment: This project does expand its previous audiences by offering a concert with a new partner venue 

in the inner city. However, the proposed program revisits musical literature previously performed by the 

chorale. The production budget for this program, including artist honoraria seems high. While this factors 

in the costs of accompanists and performers, it also seems high. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat meets the funding criteria. While the proposal identifies two 

specific communities (current, committed members who will be served at the Church of Gesu concert, 

and a new community base who will be served through the Mary Queen of Peace Church concert) it does 

not give clear indication of how the applicant plans to work with the latter community, in particular.  I 

appreciate the effort to increase reach and expand community, but would have liked to see some more 

concrete plans detailing exactly how they'd leverage the second location to expand audience/community. 

The applicant mentions fliers, etc, but how are they leveraging their relationship with their community 

partner? Additionally, while the proposal puts forth two worthwhile performances that are artistic and 

culturally vibrant, the crux of the proposal seems to revolve around how this program would benefit the 

organization's celebration of its own accomplishments. (Which isn't meant to take away from 25 years!) 

The support materials might have provided an opportunity to demonstrate public benefit but what is 

included - though solid - doesn't particularly speak to a broad public benefit or the ability to contribute to 

lively/energetic communities. Support letters from the community or some previous performance survey 

responses may have helped in determining public benefit. These things said, the organization's long-

standing presence in the community, it's apparent quality programming, and its fiscal responsibility makes 

me very confident in their ability to deliver a great program. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


